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1L Developments in the Pacific in the past year have somowhut

changzed the regquirements of ship camouflage. Recent observations have shown
also that certedn patierns within the measures dirccted by reference (o) are
less sffective and suitable than others,

23 Ko radical change in Pacific Fleet camouflage policy stated
in reference (a3) is contemplated until more recommendations have been re—
colved from Forces Aflozt in response to ruference (b). However, the desir-
ubility of modifying the existing camouflage on certain ships, without chang—
ing the present directive i3 clezrly indicoted.

3. Baged on the cbove, the following recommendutions ere made:
YA a8 RVl
Ea) It is recommended thet the use, on verticzl surfaces, of
Write (5U) and Pade Gray (5-P) be discontinued. In the case of ships
on which these colors have olready boon applied, now putterns should
be forwarded for application at the first opportunity. The C.HBAUL.
CA70) and other cruisers painted in measure 33 are cxamples of vesscls
recuiring new pattems for early cpplication. Until the policy rogard—
ing pattorns hos been dotermined, new specificstions for battloships,
cruisers, and corvicrs should be restricted to modurate contrast, using
combinctions of Haze Gray, Oceun Gray, wid iavy Blue only. To aimplify
maintenanco each individuul component of the pattern should cover ss
great on arca as is consistant vwith course and type deception. It is
btelieved that this vall huve the Durthor adventage of making those
pattermnc effective for type end course deception ut greater rangus than
2% present, liew specifications for Destroyers and Destroyer Zscorts
should te restricted to moderste contrast, using coubdnstions of Light
Cray, Hoze Cray, and Occon Gray only.

(b) It 4c rccommended that buttleshipe which are scheduled in
one color bo painted Ceeun Croy (5-0) instead of Novy Blue (5-H).
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(e} It i3 recocmended that roticorms, such 33 that on the I0Ia
(2B41), which have been observed to be ineffective for course nd
type doception, be repleced by petterns of proven effectiveness at
tke first opportunity.
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The recommendations to reduce the color contrast of

patlee ns will satisfy some of the oriticism which has boonL
. encouhtored but in specifying the color range, the reatric
tions on colors to be employed are drastic and it will not
. be easy to give some classes of veasols what they have

asked for.

Por exauple, Vice Admiral Lee has asked for type
deception at 30,000 yds. This will be difficult if we can
use no paint lighter then Haze Gray and none darker than

Navy Blue. Ths colors are those of ths 0ld Ksasure 12 and
. w6 know from past observation of it that the vessels will

tond at distant ranges to be dark silhouettes of rather
high visidility when viewed from low angle sgainst either

sky or water.
These colors will be satisfactory to reduce the

visibility of cruisers which are engaged in amphibiouns

b L __ operations and which wish to be inconspicuous to submarines

which may observe them against a shore dackground. Some

b oruisers have asked for juat such camouflage. It should be

pointed out that visidility to shore batteries will probably
be rather high and only moderate deception possible - that

at ths closer ranges.
The very light colors presoribed for Destroyers are

quite definitely not what they asked for. These paints take
DD patterns out of the maximum deception category and put

them in Measure 33 which is partially a reduced visibility
6. Yet Capt. Smoot (RepComDesPac) said "Concealment

No¥ wonk out with the edvent of redar"-- and Comdr.

""’m“ 9% chiliingeworth {ComDesRon 50) said "All we ask of camou-
OPYpY s

—— flage 1s deception.”
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